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— of all the means of religion hath moſt of the 
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paart which conſiſts of praiſe and thankſgiving, will be 
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„ The very learned and pious Biſhop Pens took 
% occaſion very often and publickly to bleſs God, that he 
e was born and bred in a family in which God was worſhip- 
«« ed daily; and certainly it is a duty which entails very 
„ any bleflings on poſterity ; for which reafon, a Paſtor 
«« ſhould labour with all his might to introduce it into every 
« family under his charge; at leaſt, he ſhould give neither 
c himſelf, nor his people any reſt, till he has done all that 
Bes in his power to effect fo good & work; which if br 
#© dies dur db, this very intimation will ane day rife up in judg» 
* ment . 

; | Biſhop ilſen's Works, vol, I. P- 4t 1, 4to. 


TO TH E 
PEOLE of my CURE. 


My DEAR FRIENDS, 


HAT is the Almighty that we ſhould 
ſerve him, amd what profit ſhould 
we have / we pray unto hum, was the 
language of the pom in the days of 
"ob xxi. 15.); that it is charafteriſhck of 
our own times is too notorious to require 
any proof----yet I am willing 2 
better things of ſome of you my brethren; 
and that amidſt this genera] wreck of 
corruption, there are a happy few, I 
know there is, who will not c oy fear, 
nor reſtrain prayer before God, Job xv. 4. 
That yu may be the better able to diſ- 
charge ſo important a part of your duty 
with propriety and ſucceſs; the following 
plain directions, are ſubmitted to your 
molt ſerious conſideration, 


By your faithful F riend, 


and humble Servant, 
JOHN WEDDRED., 
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RIGHT PERFORMINGQ 


of 


DUTY Oo PRATER; @c: 


F OR the ſake of order and clearneſs, 
- T ſhall, 

Firſt, give you a ſhort and plain ac- 
count of the nature of prayer 1n general, 
to the end and intent that you may have 
a right notion and conception of 1t. 

Secondly, I {hall ſhew you thoſe par- 
ticular requiſites or qualifications neceſſary 
to recommend our prayers, and give them 
ſucceſs. 
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| 
Now prayer is that act, by which we | 
manifeſt and expreſs our deſire of ſome- ft 
thing which we want; and is a plain \:| 
argument of our being dependent and Fc | 
| \ 

| 
il 
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indigent 
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indigent creatures. For by the very a& 
of prayer we confeſs the ſuperiority of 
that being to whom our prayers is directed; 
and that he is more powerful than our- 
ſelves. We own ourſelves unable to 
procure that for which we intreat the 
aſſiſtance of another. And our prayers 
are molt ſuly addreſſed to God, becauſe 
there is no being ſo high and powerful as 
he. For he ix the bleſſed and only potentate, 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
3 Fm. vi. 30 | 

If we reflect upon. our obligations or 
our wants, upon our fins, or the miſeries 
to which we lay open and expoſed, we 
ſhall find that prayer is a principal parc of 
our ſervice to God: that it is a tribute 
which we are all of us bound in gratitude 
to pay; an acknowledgement that he 15 
the fountain of all good, and that. all 
bleſſings, whether {pirnual or temporal, 
whether they relate to the becy or tte 
foul, to this life which is mort end mo- 
mentary, or to that which 1s future, and 


* << Fervent devotion ſrom a pure | cart is undoubtecly the 
moſt plcaſing of all em; leu ments; for it is the exerciſe ot 
the ſweeteſt aſlections, koj.c and love, on the worth ieſt of 
objects; a being in initch) à le, and equally attentive, td 
ren ard Gur attachments to him, to defend us from every 
real evil, to beſtow on us every real good, and in due time 
the full enjoyment of the ſupreme good, elf. a 

| Archbiſhop Sccter's Serum, vol, III. P. 62; 
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of eternal duration; I fay chat all theſs 


bleſſings are to be conſidered as fo many 
ſmall ſtreams which flow from this im- 


menſe ocean of bounty. 


Indeed every moment of our lives, 


every part of the viſible creation, eve 
act of divine providence affords a freth 
proof of the goodneſs of God. And if 
titude did not open our lips to cele- 
— his praiſes, we ſhould be unfit to 
pray, and unſuitable objects of the divine 
nty ©. 
I tall now ſecondly point out to you 
thoſe particular requiſites or qualifications 


which are neceſſary to recommend your 


prayers and give them ſucceſs. 

And firſt, you ſhould take care to diſ- 
charge this part of your duty with a 
faitable frame and temper of mind: And 
„ you ſhould offer them up with 
Acer? for God requzreth truth in the 
inward parts, Pf. li. 6. His language is, 
my Son give me thine heart, Prov. xxiii. 
26. And therefore they ſhould not be 
offered up out of cuſtom, or faſhion, or 


* One of the great inſtruments of religion is prayer: We 
are commanded to / in order to r α e; and he muſt have 
little ſenſe of thoſe good things which God daily beſtows 
on him, who refuſes to give the tribute of a thank tul heart: 
— have but flight notions of his own weakneſs and 
tmpotency, who does not ſeek help from above. 

Nelſon's Practice of true Devotion. oh. 14. 
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fear of being ſingular *, or doing an injn 
to our A on the one 1 4 
out of oſtentation or vain- glory on the 
other, in order to catch the favour and 
applauſe of men. And when thou prayeſt, 
thou ſhalt not be as the hypocrites are: for 
they love to pray ſtanding in the ſynagogues 
and in the corners of the * that they 
may be ſeen of men. Verity I ſay unto you, 
they hade their reward. But thou when thou 

ayeſt, enter into thy cloſet, and when thou 
haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy Father whack 
feeth in ſecret ; and thy Father which ſeeth 
in ſecret ſhall reward the openly. Matt. 


vi. 5. 6. PEACE ; 
You muſt likewiſe avoid ſuperſtition in 
your prayers, a fault which our Saviour 


* <« Fear of fngularity hath a moſt powerful influence upon 
mankind: and in matters nearly indifferent, 1t 1s very uſe- 
ful that it ſhou'd. But in points of importance, our con- 
cern is to act as we ought ourſelves, let thoſe around us 
act as they will, —ln religion, both reaſon and ſcripture - 
diate this * yet many, who can even affect 
to be fingular in trifles and follics, have ſuch a cowardly fear 
of being thought ſo in the caſe of ſeriouſly profeſſing reli- 

ion, where it would be truly honourable—that to avoid 
This imagined evil, they will incur the moſt real ones, a 

uilty conſcience in this world, and the wrath of their 
Maker in their next. If this be not contemptible weakneſs, 
what is? and if it be ſerving the Lord, let ever ſo few do 

it, 1s true wiſdom.” | 
| Archbiſhop Secker's Serm. vol. II. P- 40. 

« Between duty to G - and r:/þe# for man, it were crimi- 

nal to heſitate.” | | | 
Dr. Horſley's letters in reply to Dr, Pri/tly, Letter XVII. 
P. 159 
repre- 


(8: 7 

reprehends in the heathens who imagi 
they ſhould be heard for their much ſpeak- 
ing. Matt. vi. 7. and accordin Y drew 
out their prayers to an intolerable len 
In ſhort, in praying as in all our actions 
of piety, we mult have recourſe to thoſe 
rules which God has preſcribed and laid 
down for our conduct and direction. For 
reaſon even when it is free from paſſion, 

rejudice and 1 * is not, properly 
— a rule, but only ſerves to guide 
us by means of that rule, namely, the 
word of God, which is laid down and 
delivered to direct our reaſon. 

When you pray your thoughts ſhou'd 
be wholly intent * the buſineſs of 
devotion, and therefore not allowed ta 
wander from their duty. For God re- 
quiring the ſacrifice of the whole heart, 
it is in vain to pray to him with your lips, 
whilſt your heart is eſtranged from him, 


and vainly rang lome worldly objects 


of pleaſure, or buſineſs. Can you ima- 
gie that pardon of fin, and peace of 
* conlcience; the fruits of the ſpirit, and 
* ſupport againſt temptations ; in a word, 
* the bleſſings of this world and the next, 
* withwhich God hath promiſedtoreward 
* your prayers, ſhould be purchaſed at 
* the cheap expence of forms and ap- 


* pearances? that thoſe devotions which 
B « affect 
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| e 
affect not you firſt, ſhould affect God 
* afterwards ? that he ſhou'd attend to, 
or regard ſuch requeſts, as you neither 
y or attend to yourſelf *.“ For 
which reaſon it will be very proper to 
follow the advice of the wiſe man, whoſe 


difettion is, compoſe and ſettle thy mind 
before thou prayeſt, and be not as a man 
Mat tempteth God. Eccluf. xviii. 2g. 
| Your prayers ought to be offered up 
with al and fervency, in order to ſhew 
the value and efteem you place on thoſe 
— which you pray for f. For the 
apoltle aſſures us, that it 2s only the fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man that avauleth., 
am. v. 16. Ye ſhall call upon me, and ye 
pray unto me, and I will hearken 
unto you. Ye ſhall ſeek me, and find me, 
when ye ſhall ſearch for me with all your 
heart. Jer. xxix. 12. 13. With good Jacob, 
vou muſt wreſtle with God. Gen. xxxli. 25. 
With holy Jeremiah, plead with him. Jer. 
xn. 1. And with fervent David, pour out 
your foul before him. P.. Ixii. 8. If you 
will be heard, you muſt come boldly (im- 
* gem ) to the throne of grace. Heb. 
v. 16. and offer ub your prayers and ſup- 
. of our priyers i the fource of 
Infidelity. If riches were to be had for aſking, how earneſt, 
how conſtant, ſhould we be at our prayers. ' | 
Biſhop Wil/n s Works, vol. I. p. 359, 4to. 
plications 
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1 

icalions with ſtrong crying and tears unt 
hun that is able to ſave. Heb. v. 7. C 
,d unlo God. fon. li. 5. ſeeking [ 
Lord of Hs. Zech. vii. 21. NW 
Likewiſe with the moſt profound ſu 
million to the will of God ; let your 
heart be ever fo {trongly fixt on ſuch 
things as you implore the divine goodneſs 
to grant you, yet ſhould you always alk 
them v ith the deepeſt 1 reſigning 
up yourſelf, and every thing you enjoy, 
97 ry * hoſe ia 


into the hands of that God, w 


nite wiſdom diſcerns what is belt and moſt 


expedient for you; and whole infinite 


goodneſs will always diſpoſe him to liſten 
to the devout prayers of his humble ſup- 
plicants. Therefore put your truſt in the 
Lord. Þ/. iv, 5. and let him do to you, as 
ſeemelli good unto hum. 2 Sam. xv, 26. 
It is further requiſite that you pray with 
failh ; with full truſt and reliance on the 
promiſes of God. Tor all things whatfo- 
ever ye ſhall aſk in prayer, believing ye 
fhall receive. Matt. xx1. 22. Mark ü. 24. 
James i. 5. 6. | 
You {ſhould always remember to pray 
in the name of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Clift, through whoſe prevailiny 
meriis and interceſſion you are. 3 
to approach in your proper the throne of 
grace, to beg a ſupply of your wants, and 
5 | B 2 have 
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have an aſſurance of obtaining what vou 
pray for, provided it be ſuitable and con- 
venient for For whatſoever you ſhall 
aſk the Father (lays our Saviour) in my 
name, he will give it you. John xvi. 23. 
xiv. 6. 13. XV. 16. Eph. v. 20. Heb. xm. 
15. 1 Pet. ii. 5 

In the laſt place, you ſhould come to the 
buſineſs of prayer with purity of heart and 
an unblemiſhed life. For tis in vain to 
approach a God of infinite purity and ho- 
Iineſs in your prayers, ſo long as you live 
in the practice of any known fin. / J 
regard iniquity in my heart (lays David) 
the Lord will not hear me. HN. Ixvi. 18. 
We know that God heareth not finners; but 
J any man be a worſſnper of God and do- 
eth has wilt ham he heareth. John ix. 31. 
And indeed how can the pure and holy 
God, who ſees through every veil and 
diſguiſe, but abhor ſuch hypocritical offer- 
ings. Let it then be your daily care and 
conſtant endeavour to baniſh your vices, 
and purify your hearts and lives from all 
fin and wickedneſs. Learn to know what 
and to whom you ſpeak, and God will be 
propitious to your prayers. He will be pleal- 
ed gracioully to look down upon you, and 
for the ſake of his Son's molt prevailing 
merits and interceſſion, he will pour down 


his bleſſings upon you. He will vouch- 


{ale 


( 13 ) 
ſaſe to give you your daily bread in this 
lilo, ws in the life which is to come ſup- 
port and feed you with the bleſſed viſion 
of himſelf, and with thoſe pleaſures which 
How at his right hand for evermore. For 
the Lord is n1gh unto them that call upon 
him : yea all ſuch as call upon him faith- 
fully. He will fulfil the defire of them that 
fear him; he alſo will hear their cry and 
will help them. Pf. exlv. 18, 19. | 
And now, my dear friends, let me in- 
treat you by all that is ſacred, by all that 
is dear to you! that you will not fail (at 
leaſt every Night and Morning) to call 
your aa” th together“; and lift up your 
fouls unto the Lord. Fſ. Ixxxvi. 4. To 


at: Daily prayers to God every mMmornmg and evening in 
| our families; and reading ſome portion of the holy Scriptures 
| at thoſe times, eſpecially out of the P/alms of David, and 
the now Teſtament; is ſo neceſſary to keep alive and to 
maintain a ſeaſe of God and religion in the minds of men, 
that where it is neglected I do not ſee how any family can 
in reaſon be eſteemed a family of chriſtians, or indeed to have 
any religion at all. 
Archbiſhop T:{/t/on's Serm. vol. III. p. 596, fol. ed. 
We can call our children, ſervants and dependent, to 
family devotions, from the lamentable omiſſion of which 
duty, a very great part of our fins and follies proceeds. 
| When poor, ignorant, thoughtleſs creatures come to live 
under our root; is it chan, is it human, to let them go 
| on, juſt as they will, to their own deſtruction of body and 
ſoul ? they contribute a great deal of our happineſs ; why 
ſnou d not we contribute, ſince we ſo eaſily may, in this 
important point to their's. 
Archbiihop Secker s Serm. vol. II. p. 44. 
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lift uß your eyes unto the hills from whenea 
cometh your uu ation. Hl. cxxi. 1. Even 
the throne of God the ſeat of his majeſty, 
But let the conſideration of this (lately 
— of the King of Kings fill your 

s with humility and devotion, and 
induce you to preſent your petitions at 
the throne of grace with all poſlible re- 
verence and adoration. Is your Father in 
heaven cloathed with honour and majeſty? 
then does it behove you, who are but duſt 
and aſhes, vile earth, and miſerable ſin- 
ners, when you make your approaches to 
this great and dreadful God, carefully to 
avoid all rudeneſs and indecency in your 
carriage and demeanor ; and all raſhnels 
and inconſideration, both with reſpect to 
your thoughts and F It becomes 
you to abſtain from the ule of very long 
prayers, particularly {uch as you do not 
underſtand, and all empty and litelels 
repetitions. Before you preſume to ad- 
dreſs almighty God in your prayers, in 
the firlt place, it is your duty to recollect 
your wandering thoughts, to tune your 
affections, and — « your mind into 
a heavenly frame and temper; to employ 


fit and proper words to exprels the deſires 
of your fouls; and thus with unaffected 
— faith, humility, and integrity ot 
heart, proceed to worſhip, {all down, 


and 


661 

and kneel before the Lord your Maker“; 
and preſent your requeſts at the throne of 
Trace, for the pardon of your fins, the 
— of your wants, and relief from all 
the evils and miſeries you complain of; 
following however the advice of the 
royal preacher, who ſays, be not raſh with 
thy mouth, and let not thy heart be haſty 
to utter any thing before God ; for God 1s 
in heaven, and thou upon earth ; therefore 
tet thy words be few. Eccl. v. 2. 


* Kneeling is undoubtedly the moſt proper poſture in 
prayer and ſupphcation. See I/ xxii. 30.—xcv, 6,—XCixe 
—Rom. xiv. 11,—Fph. iii. 14.—PhL. ii. 10. Inſtances 
of the uſe of it therein. 1 Kings viii. 54.—2 Chron. vi. 13. 
Exam ix. 5,—Dan. vi. io. - Lale xxii. 41.— As vii. 60. 
ix. 40 -x. 36.—XXi. 5. Indeed no poſture can poſſibly 
be too low, when we addreſs the great and incomprehenſible 
majeſty of God. If we humble ourſelves to the duſt, it 
is but from whence we are taken? Aud be (Chrift) fell on 
the ground, and prayed. Mark xiv. 35. 8 
The firſt chriſtians (ſays the learned and pious Biſhops 

% Atterbaxry) contented not themſelves with the ordinary 
* poſtures of devotion, ſuch as bending the knee, the 
6s Coke of the head or body, but did {as ene of the 
« ancient s ſpeak ) proſtrate themſelves on the pavement, 
* cover it with their bodies, and waſh it with tears of 
«« devout joy. God grant, that if theſe heights of devo- 
* tion be too exalted for an age fo degencrate as this, in 
„ which iniquity abound; and the {ve of many is wwaxen culd 5 
« yet, at leaſt, that /% much of the life and ſpirit of 
« primitive piety may be kept up among us, as may render 
our behaviour ſober and cmpyſed in the uſe of holy things, 
and take away from wicked men an occaſion to 


Serm. vol. IV. p. 196s 
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6 
PRAYERS for FAMILIES. 


MOURNING 


B LESSED Lord God, who hath 
formed us for thyſelf, and to whom 
we owe our Being and all that we are and 
have: Thou haſt not only made us capa- 
ble of worſhiping thee, but haſt every 
way obliged and encouraged us to it. 
Prepare our hearts, that we may worſhip 
thee in ſpirit and in truth; and mercifully 
forgive all our paſt neglect, and the fin 
which cleaves to all our ſervices. Thy 
mercies are renewed to us every morning, 
and great is thy faithfulneſs and love. 
We deſire to adore and praiſe thee for all 
the perfections of thy nature, and for all 
thy goodneſs extended unto us. We woud 
808 the unfeigned thanks for thy merci- 
ul preſervation of us through the dangers 
— darkneſs of the paſt night; for the 
refreſhing reſt which thou halt grven us; 
for our preſent health and ſafety ; for the 
light of the returning day; for our food 
and raiment; and for all the many com- 
forts of this life which thou beſtowelt 


upon 


(17 

upon us; confeſſing ourſelves lefs than 
the leaſt of all thy mercies: More eſpeci- 
ally we deſire to praiſe thee with our 
whole hearts for that greateſt of all th 
bleſſings, the redemption of the world 
by our Lord Jelus Chriſt, and for thy 
word and goſpel which brings tidings of 
it to our ears. Let thy love conſtrain us 
to live no more to ourlelves but to him 
that died for us and role again. Give us 
that faith and love in our hearts whereby 
we may hate and depart from all iniquity; 
and let the grace of thy ſpirit be ever with 
us to enable us to ſtand againſt and over- 
come every temptation to evil, whether 
from the world, or Satan, or our own 
corrupt hearts. Keep us throughout the 
day in prayer and watchfulneſs; and be 
thou nigh to deliver us in every time of 
danger. May we ſpend this day as if it 
was our laſt; and may it be the dail 
concern of our lives, to be ready for deat 
and judgment, whenever thou ſhall call 
upon us, Incline us to ſeek firſt the king- 
dom of God and his righteouſneſs, and 
in this way to truſt thee for all needful 
ſupplies for the body. Aſſiſt and proſper 
us in the work of our hands, md in all 
our neceſſary temporal affairs, that we 
may provide things honeſt in the fight of 
all men, May we be not ſlothfal in 

C buſineſs, 
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buſineſs, and yet fervent in ſpirit ſerving 
the Lord. In our particular ſtations 
life, may we be enabled to att according 
to thy word; and fo to demean ourſelves 
towards one anothef and towards all, that 
In this, as well as in other refpetts, we 
may adorn the dottrine of God our 
Saviour, and ſhew that we have not re- 
ceived the grace of God in vain.---Bleſs 
each of us, in our bodies and in our 
fouls, as is moſt ſuitable to our ſeveral 
Rates and circumſtances; and enable us 
to truſt thee for all that we ſtand in need 
of, and to thank thee with unfeigned hearts 
for all that we receive. Make us read 
for all that thou art parpofing to do with 
us; that we may rejoice in thee, and be 
thankful, and reſign ourſelves to thy will, 
whether in fickneſs or heakh, proſperity 
or adverſity. Make us followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit 
the promiſes; that when this ſhort life is 
ended, we may take up our ern 
abode, not in the regions of darkneſs an 
woe, but in thoſe manſions of bliſs and 
glory which thou haft provided for thoſe 
t follow CurtsT in the regeneration. 


All theſe bleflings, with whatſoever is 
neceſſary for us and for all mankind, we 
. alk in the name and for the ſake of IE SUS 
Cuxisr our prevailing mediator : and 

in 
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in his words, we would further pray unto 
thee. ; 
„Our Father, which art in heaven, hallow- 
ed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven: 
Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive ys our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpals againſt us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, far ever and ever, 
Amen,” | 


LORD and heavenly Father, we 
thy unworthy ſervants defire th 
fatherly gaqqnels, mercifully to accept 
our ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgivin 
for the mercies of the day paſt; as w 
as for all other thy unnumbered and 
unceaſing beneſjts beſtowed upon us, ever 
ſince we were born. Thau art good, and 
doeſt goad. The fruits of thy love and 
bounty, we havedaily and hourly received. 
We are indehted to thee for our life, and 
for the preſervation of it ; for our health 
and peace, our friends, our food and 
raiment, and for preſent comforts more 
than we can exprek, O do thou give us 
ſuch a ſenſe of thy goadneſs upon our 
"oY . 
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minds, that we may acknowledge it, not 
only with our lips and upon our knees, 
but with real gratitude and love to thee in 
our hearts. And elpecially, we beſcech 
thee ſo deeply to affect our minds with 
the conſideration and remembrance of thy 
redeeming love, and that rich proviſion 
which thou haſt made in ro CHRIST 
for our ſinful and guilty fouls, and that 
door of mercy and acceptance which thou 
haſt opened for ſuch 1 as we are, 
thro' his obedience unto death; that we 
may praiſe thee as thy children in this 
world, and hereafter unite in prailing thee 
for ever, with the whole multitude of thy 
ſaints in glory. Let the thought of all 
thy goodneſs and long-luffering lead us to 

ntance ; and let a view of the ſufler- 
ing love of Ixsus break our hearts becauſe 
of our fins which pierced and nailed him 
to the x” wou'd confeſs with 
ſhame and ſelf- abaſement, that by the 
daily and hourly rebellion of our lives, 
we have trangreſſed thy law, offended 
thy juſtice, abuſed thy patience and mercy, 
and crucified the Lord of glory. Let 
all our truſt and confidence be in the 


attonement of CnRISH for acceptance 
and favour with thee, living and dying ; 
and thus may we find that relief and 
peace for our minds, and that * 

| 0 
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of ſalvation and comfort, which neither 
unbelief nor Satan can deprive us of. 
Lead us in the paths of univerſal godlineſs 
and righteouſnels. Let us be not of the 
world as CnRIST was not of it, nor con- 
formed to it in any of its evil ways, plea- 
ſures or vanities. Save us from the cor- 
ruptions and deceitfulneſs of our own 
evil hearts ; and from all the devices of the 
devil, who gocth always about ſeekin 
whom he may devour. Direct us in a 
thy ways by thy word and ſpirit, and 
ſuffer us not to decline from thy paths. 
Engraft thy love in our hearts, that we 
may hate the thing which is evil, and 
always be ready to choole any ſuffermg 
rather than fm: And from an affectin 

view of the treachery of our hearts wy 
of the _— dangers we are expoſed to, 
may we rely only upon the grace of 
Citrisr which is ſufficient to keep us from 
falling. Thro' this grace may we go on 
from ſtrength to ſtrength, and daily pro- 
ceed in all virtue and godlineſs of . 
that whenever death ſhall overtake us, we 
may be found ht for heaven. Forgive all 
that thy pure eye hath ſeen evil in us this 
day: Be not extreme to mark our tranſ- 
grellions: But grant us to lie down this 
night in peace with thee, and with an 
nuereſt in the ſalvation and hope of the 


_ golpel; 
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; that if death ſhould arreſt ug 
the morning light, we may not lift 
eyes in torments, but lind ourſelves 
m aDraces, as the monuments of thy 
rich grace and mercy in Cu RSH for ever, 
—O Lord, in mercy hear theſe our re- 
queſts: And likewiſe extend thy love to 
our fellow- mortals in general. Have 
mercy upon all men. Turn the uncon- 
verted from the error of their ways. Blel; 
and defend all thy people, and rule and 
govern thy holy church univerſal in the 
light way. Comfort the alllicted with 
ſpiritual conſolations. Forgive our ene- 
mies, and incline us to forgive and love 
them. Bleſs all our friends, relations, 
acquaintance and neighbours : Protect 
themand us from all the perils and dangers 
of this night. Unite us together, in the 
enjoyment of all ſpiritual Bleflings, and 
| wag on us whatever is necdful for the 
body. All this we aſk in the name and 
for the ſake of JEsUs CurxIsr. Our 
Father, &c. 


Another MORNING PRAYER, 
CY LORD our God, we deſire, with 


| all humility and reverence to adore 

thee, as a being who art infinite in all 
. perfetlions and excellencies, and as the 
| author 


up our 


* houſe always ſerve the Lord.---We thank 
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#tithor and giver of all good to us thy 
unworthy creatures. We would reckon 
it our great privilege, as well as our duty, 
to draw nigh to the throne of thy grace 
by Jxsus CHRIST. Grant that we may 
x account the worſhip of thee in our 
family the moſt needful part of our 
daily buſineſs, and our molt pleaſant em- 
ploy. Be thou the God of our family; 
and whatever others do, may we of this 


thee for all the mercies of the night, and 
for the health and fafety, and comforts 
more than we can expreſs, which are 
continued to us until this hour. Suffer 
not thy benefits to ſlip out of our minds. 
Give us grateful hearts; and diſpoſe us 
by thy grace to ule all our temporal bleſſ- 
ings according to thy will, and to thy 

ory. 1 
Y e confeſs, O Lord, that we have 
finned and come {hort of the glory of 
God: We are prone to depart and back- 
flide from thee. And our actual tranſ- 
greſlions, in thought, word, and deed, 
are more in number than the hairs upon 
our heads ; and upon a view of our ex- 
ceeding {intulnels and guilt, our hearts 
may juitly fail us. We can have no hope 
from ourleives, or from any thing we 
have done. We have no righteouſneſs of 


= © | 
our own to truſt in; or to plead before 
thee. But we deſire to bleſs thee for ever, 
that thou haſt opened a door of hope for 


us in Jxsus CHRIsT: That he hath 
ſuffered once for fin, the juſt for the un- 
Juſt, to bring guilty rebels back to God; 
and that he 1s become the end of the law 
for righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
lieveth : We bleſs theethat on this account 
thou canſt pardon our fins, to the glo 

of thy juſtice, truth, and holineſs, as — 
as of thy grace and mercy. Lord, grant 
that we may be found in CHRIST, not 
having our own righteouſneſs ! Let it be 
the chief concern and care of each of 
us, that we may have redemption in his 
blood, even the forgiveneſs of our fins, 
according to the riches of thy grace. Be 
merciful to our unrighteoulneſles, and our 
fins and our iniquities do thou remember 
no more. May we come to Curisr, 
labouring and heavy-laden, to find reſt 
for our * and do thou diſpoſe us to 
take his yoke upon us, and to learn of 
him: Renew us after his image. and en- 
able us to walk after his example. May 
we be dead and riſen with CHRIST, thro' 
faith of thy ſpirit's operation, and ſeek 
: thoſe things that are above, ſetting our 
affections on things above, and not on 
things on the earth, Mortify all fin in us : 

| an 


So 
and ſuffer us not to be tempted above 
that we arc able to bear. Make us ſtron 
inthe grace of J.SUs, that we may fight the 
good fight of faith againſt every ſpiritual 
enemy. and be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord; 
and do thou put thy fear m our hearts, 
that we may notdepart from thee.--Help us 
to live this day with eternity 1n view, and 
to {et thee always before us. Proſper us 
in all our lawful undertakings. Prepare 
us for every trial, and make it profitable 
to our ſouls. Watch over us for good, in 
our going out, and.in our coming in. 
Give us the joy of thy ſalvation, and the 
comforts of thy ſpirit. Help us to pray 
without ceaſing, and in every thing to 
give thanks; and whether we eat or drink 
or whatever we do, to do it to thy glory. 
Give us grace to keep always a conſcience 
void of offence towards God and all men ; 
and produce and increale that faith in us 
which works by love to God, and to all 
mankind, both friends and enemies. 
Bleſs and preſerve thy univerſal church.--- 
Let the kingdom of thy grace, and the 
ſaving knowledge of CHRIST, be extend- 
ed throughout the world ; and let it greatly 
increaſe in our place and nation. Awaken 
and convert careleſs and impenitent fin- 
ners: Strengthen and encourage all ſuch 
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as ſeek thy face, that they may never turm 
back: And let all thy children be taught 
ofthee, and grow in grace and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord Jtesvs Cuxrsrt, tiff 
they come to be with him where he is: 
And in this number may we all be found, 
for thy mercies fake, thro' the ſame 
allfathciens and only redecmer, Ouz 
Father which art in heaven, &c. 


Another EVENING PRAYER. 


O LORD God Almighty, who dwelleſt 
A inthe heavens, and yet beholdeſt all 
the inhabitants of the earth; in whom we 
hve and move and have our being, and 
by whom we have been upholden ever 
fince we were born: We 1 our ſouls 
unto thee, and preſent unto thee our 
evening ſacrifice of pore and praiſe. 
How great and marvellous is thy condeſ- 
eenſion and goodneſs, inthatthou wilt look 
upon ſuch ſinners as we are. Our ſins of 
omiſſion and commiſſion have been more 
than the ſands apou the ſea ſhore; and 
every one of them is deſerving of thy 
wrath to the uttermoſt, even of that 
Eternal death which thou haſt declared to 
be the wages of fin. What great reaſon 
Have we then to acknowledge, that it is 
of thy mercies that we are not conſ * ? 
& ) o 
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How great is thy mercy toward us, in not 
having conſigned us before now to the 
lowelt hell! How wonderful is thy: for- 
bearance, in waiting till now to be gras 
cious to us; and in ſtill permitting and 
inviting us to come unto thee by Jxsus 
Cuxlsr. How unſpeakable is thy love, 
in having given thy dear fon out of t 
bolom, to Ke made in our nature, to ful 
fill all righteoulnels for guilty men, and 
to become an atoning ſacœrifice for fs?! 
Help us, O Lord, to draw nigh unto thee 
by that new and living way which he 
hath opened for ſinners through the vatt 
of Lis ſuffering fleſh: Make ail our fins 
hateful and burdenſome to us; and grant 
us, by faith in the blood of IEs us, to ob- 
tain reconcihation with thee, and thy 
8 in our confciences. Hide thy face 
rom our fins, and blot out all our in- 
uities. Lead us continually to the 
— opened in the blood of our ſa- 
viour for lin and uncleanneſs, that our 
wity fouls may be made whiter than 
3 Mercifully forgive our ſins of this 
day. We confels that inſtead of havin 
loved and ſerved thee as we ought to have 
done, throughout the day, we have been 
adding ta the multitude of our former ſing. 
O give us daily repentance, and pardon for 
our daily lins; and help us daily to fly 
85 ND 2 fox 
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for refuge to CHr1sT, and to find him 
precious and deſirable above all things to 
our ſouls. By faith in him, may we not 
only obtain acceptance with thee, but 
likewiſe the powerful influences and con- 
ſtant ſupphes of that ſpirit, which he re- 
_ ceived withaut meaſure, to ſanctiſy and 
renew our ſouls after thy image and like- 
neſs? Thro' the croſs of Cizisr may 
we be crucihed to the world, and the 
world to us. Thro' the ſpirit may we be 
enabled to mortify the deeds of the body, 
that we may live. Thro' the victory of 
our Saviour, may we get the victory over 
all the aſſaults and temptations of the 
devil. May we {hew that we are in 
CurisT and delivered from condemna- 
tion, by being new creatures, and by 
walking no longer after the fleſh, but 
after the ſpirit. Convert us in our hearts 
from every 1dol, and from the love of 
every {in ; and ſtrengthen us by thy grace, 
that the whole tenor of our lives and 
converſations may be as becomes tlie gol- 
el; that we may always exercile our- 
elves to have a conſcience void of oflence 
towards thee and all men.---Give the lame 
bleſſings to all our friends and iclations, 
that they allo may be ſubjects together 
with us of th kingdom of grace, and 
heirs of thy 1 of PF. 
an 
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and govern thy whole church; and let 


all that love thee, of every denomination, 
be kept from the evil which is in the 
world, from the evil of their own hearts, 


and all the malice and devices of the 


devil: Let thy goſpel kingdom be en- 
larged and {louriſh, and overſpread the 
whole earth. Eſpecially do thou cauſe it 
to prevail more and more in theſe king- 
doms, Make the life of golpel-truth eve 
where to ſhine forth, and make manak 
the Saviour of the knowledge of CurisT 
in every place, that this may indeed be a 
righteous nation and a chriſtian land.— 
Blefs our rulers and governors : Rule 


their hearts in thy faith and fear, and en- 


able them to act uprightly in their high 
{tations, and to be a terror to evil-doers, 
and a praiſe to them that do well. —Ac- 


cept our praiſes and — for all 


the mercies of this day; and give us pee 
to ule and improve all hy temporal bene- 
fits, according to thy will, and to thy 
glory.---Prelerve us and all belonging to 
us, during the dangers and darkneſs of the 
night: Give us quiet and refreſhing reſt, 
and let no plague come nigh our dwelling. 


Fit us for the lleep of death, whenever it 


ſhall come upon us; and enable us to be 


daily waiting for and expecting it, in the 


faith of uss as the conqueror of _— 
an 
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end in continual watching and prayer. 
rant that we may all belong to chy 
mily and houſhold. Be nigh to us, and 
give thine angels charge over us to keep 
us; and whether we wake or ſleep, may 
we ſtill be with thee; and living, and 
dying, and for ever, may we be thine, 


thro our Lord IESs Vs Curisr. Our 
Father, &c. | 


Hr SUNDAY MORNING. 


LT OST great, glorious, and eternal 
| Lord God ! We adore thee with all 
the powers and affections of our ſouls, 
as the _—_— creator of the world, and 
as the meiciful Saviour of ſinful and 
miſerable men; who didſt reſt the ſeventh 
day from the works which thou didſt 
make, and didſt alſo ſanctify the chriſtian 
fabbath by the reſurrection of JIESsus 
Cnur1sT from the dead. We thank thee, 


the paſt night, and for the return of thy 
own day: And we eſteem it our privilege 
and happineſs to be employed in thy more 
immediate ſervice. We acknowledge that 
we have not improved thy ſabbaths and 
ordinances as we ought to have done: 
And we deſire to humble ourſelves beſore 
thee for having trifled with them in time 


paſt, 


O Lord, for thy preſervation of us thro” 
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paſl, and abuſed them; and fot all other 
our manifold proyocations. Lord, lay 


not any of our I to our charge ; 


but cleanſe our ſouls from the guilt and 
ollution of them all, in the blood of the 
* and make them to be as tho they 
had never been: And let the remembrance 
of our paſt neglect and ingratitude, make 
us now the more in earneſt to ule eve 
means of grace for the profit of our ſouls, 
and for thy glory. Prepare us this = 
to worſhip thee in ſpirit and truth, bot 
in public and private. Let the deſire of 
our fouls be to thy name, and to the 
remembrance of - Ay Pour thy good 
foirit upon us, that in the ule of thy 
blelled ordinances we may obtain and 
row in the faith and knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus CnRIST, and the power of 
godlineſs. Deliver us from the coldneſs 
of our affections and from the wanderings 
and diſtractions of our thoughts. Let our 
hearts be fixed, and our deſires fervent; 
that we m y jou in the aſſemblies of thy 
people, with true devotion, m _—_ 


up our united prayers and praiſes ; a 


may be able to lay from happy experience, 
that it is good for us to draw near to thee, 
and that a day in thy courts 1s better than 
a thouland others. May we love the 
habitation of thy houſe, and the place 

| where 
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where thine honour dwelleth. Let thy 
ſabbath be our delight; holy and honour- 
able in our eſteem. Suffer us not to be 
forgetful hearers, but receivers and doers / 
of thy word. May we treaſure it up'in 
an honeſt and good heart: Let not the 
cares of the world, the decenfulneſs of 
riches, or the luſts of other things, choke 
the good ſeed, and render it unfruitful.— 
Thanks be to thy name for that grace, | 
mercy and peace, which is ſet before us t 
in a dying Jxsus: for the word of re- | 
conciliation that we are permitted to hear; 
and for thy peculiar kindneſs in viſiting | 
our nation with the light of thy ſaving | 
truth. O impreſs our hearts more deeply 
with a ſenſe of the worth of it, and of X 
thy diſtinguiſhed goodneſs to our land: 
Ad let thy goſpel come to us, and to 
others all around us, and to our periſhing | 
fellow-mortals every were, not in word 
only but in power, and in the holy ghoſt: 
And grant thy preſence with all wor- 
ſhiping aſſemblies this day, and eſpecially | 
with our's. Bleſs all thy miniſters, every 
where, and eſpecially him who is over us 
in the Lord: Make them diligent, and 
faithful, and holy, and exemplary : Teach 
them by thy ſpirit, that they may teach 
others aright: Enable them rightly to 1 
divide the word of truth, and 0 * + 
the 4 
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the whole counſel of God; and accom- 
pany thy word with the power of thy 
grace, that it may be attended with ſuc- 
ceſs in the converſion of { nners, ihe 
comfort and encouragement of thoſe that 
ſeek thy face, and the edification of ie 
faithful people. Make this, we beſeec 
thee, a bleſſed and glorious day, and a 
day much to be remembred, by the de- 
ſtruction of the kingdom of fin and dark- 
neſs, and by the increaſe and enlargement 
of thy own kingdom in the world. 
Wherever CuRISTH is preached, let not 
thy word return unto thee void; but ac- 
compliſh what thou pleaſeſt, and proſper 
in the thing for which thou doſt ſend it. 
Help us, gracious Lord, to go to thy houſe 
truſting in the multitude of thy mercies, 
and with ſerious preparation of heart to 

k ee. Pour thy ſpirit 
upon miniſter and people; and give a 
bleſſing to us and to all that ſhall meet 
with us, ſuited to the caſe of each perſon. 


And grant that we may all ſo worſhip thee, 
and receive thy meſſage, and ſo ſpend 


this and every ſabbath, that we my ave 


an earneſt and foretalte of that everlaſting 


reſt which remaineth for all thy people. 
Hear us, O Lord, and do for us, and for 
thy whole church, greater and better 
things than we are able to alk or * 

E or 
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for the ſake of Jesus Curi1sT our only 
Mediator and Saviour: Who halt taught 
us to pray, ſaying, Our Father, &c. 


Fir SUNDAY EVENING. 


LORD, the holy God, who art 
moſt bleſſed for evermore, and high 
above all heavens : We thy unworthy and 
finful creatures again preſent ourlelves 
before the throne of thy Majeſty. Afliſt 
and teach us by thy ſpirit, that we may 
call upon thee in an acceptable manner, 
in the prevailing name of IESUS CHRIST, 
who ever liveth to make interceſſion, 
We muſt at all times addreſs ourſelves 
unto thee as guilty and miſerable ſinners, 
and with the publican's cry in our lips, 
«© God be merciful unto us finners.” Lord, 
help us to loath ourſelves in our own fight 
for all our abominations, and to take 
refuge in thy mercy. For the ſake of 
that dear redeemer, who ſuffered once 
for fin, pals by all our tianſgreſſions, and 
lay them not to our charge. Pardon the 
miquity of our holy things, and whatever 


* 


in us has been diſpleaſing to thee this day: 
Impute not tous the vanity and diſtractions 
of our minds, our want of fervency and 
zeal in thy worſhip, or any of our 
omiſſions or neglect ; But accept us in 
| CHRIST 


LS Me 
Cunts, the bleſſed ſurety of ſinners, and 
embrace us with the arms of thy mercy. 
We thank thee that there is forgivenels 
with thee, and for the invitations and en- 
couragement thou do!t give us to return 
unto thee, and to hope m thee. For 
ever bleſſed be thy name for the grace and 
merit of uss Cur:sr, and for the glad 
tidings of falvation tho him, who is both 
able and willing to fave to the uttermoſt, 
and whole errand into the world was to 
ſave ſinners, even the chief. Thanks be 
unto thee that we are allowed to hear of 
theſe things ; that we have thy ward daily 
in our hands, and ſounding in our ears 
from ſabbath to ſabbath. Woe bleſs 
thee particularly for the opportunities 
we have had this day, of — to- 
gether, to join in thy worſhip and to hear 
thy goſpel meſſage. Forbid it, O Lord, 
that thele mercies ſhould turn to our 
greater condemnation, by our abuſe and 
carelels diſregard of them. O that all our 
waiting upon thee in thine houſe, may 
not be in vain ! Engrait thy word inwardly 
in our hearts, and help us to mix faith 
with it and to yield obedience to it, that 
it may prolit us. Fix it in our memories, 
and wine it in our minds, that we may 
bring forth the fruits of it in our Fess. 
May we receive with mecknels every ꝑę ut 
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thy word: May we take warning by thy 
threatnings, believe thy doctrines, embrace 
thy promiſes, accept thine offered ſalva- 
tion, and willingly obey thy commands, 
Grant that by the employments of this 
ſabbath, we may be fitted to walk with 
thee in faith and holinels, throughout the 
week! And learn, while we are engaged 
in the buſineſs of our callings, to look 
not at the things which are ſeen and are 

temporal, but at the things which are not 
ſeen and are eternal.---Wherever the good 
ſeed of thy word has been ſown, water it 
with the dew of thy grace from above, 
that it may bring ſorth a plenteous incrcale. 
Lord, grant that good and laſting im— 
23 may have been made upon the 

earts of multitudes. Let thy golpel be 
the Saviour ol lite unto life, and not of 
death unto death. Let all who are favored 
with the light of it, know in this their 
day the things that belong to their peace, 
and the time of their viſitation : And in 
thy mercy caule this ſaving light to ſhine 
among ſuch as remain in darknels and the 
ſhadow of death, that their feet may be 
guided into the way of peace. Make thy 
ways known upon earth, and thy ſaving 
health among all nations. May all the 
a= and Miniſters of thy word, be 
taught of thee, and be zealous and dili- 
; geut 
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gent to promote thy glory and the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls: May they preach not them- 
ſelves, but CurisT JEsus the Lord; 
and be enſamples to thy flock, in faith 
and in all — — Have mercy upon 
| this ſinful land; and let not iniquity be 
our ruin. Reſtrain the overflowings of 

wickedneſs in rich and poor: Give re- 
pentance to thoſe of every rank! and by 

the influences of thy golpel turn us, as a 

people to thylelf : 4 make us ſenſible of 

the diſtinguiſhed privileges which we en- 
| Joy, both civil and religious; that we 
may lament our abuſe of them, and im- 

prove them henceforth to thy glory.-— 

Order and direct all our public affairs for 

thy glory and the good of thy church. 

Bleſs the King and all the Royal Family; 
and do thou rule their hearts in thy faith, 

| fear and love.---Guide and govern all our 
5 Magiſtrates, Judges, Senators and Nobles, 
| that they may act uprightly in their high 
ſtations; fo that judgment may run down 
| as water, and righteouſneſs as a mighty 
{ſtream ! and that under the protection of 
civil authority, we may lead quiet and 
peaceable lives in all godlineſs and ho- 
neſty.—-Father of mercies, ſupply the 
wants of thoſe that are in —— ; fup- 
port and comfort all that are bel and 
alllicted, or under any calamity: Sanctify 
their 
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reſent help in trouble, 


CY 


nercies of this day; and watch over us 


amidſt the dangers of the night. Preſerve 

a ſenſe of thy love upon our minds, and 

* us to have ſweet and delightful 
0 


wihip with thee, when ve lie down 
and when we riſe up, and continually to 


long and thirſt after thee, till we attain 


the full emoyment of thee in a perpetual 
fabbath : Hear and grant our requeſts, for 
the fake of IESsUSs Curisrt. Oup 


* * The Reader will pleaſe to correct the ſollewing error 
of the preſs, in the third page.— for FECLE 16d FECL LE. 
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When diſtreſſes for the profit of their ſoue 
and be to them a 
—Grve us thankful hearts for all the 


